Visual imagery, evoking the appearance of things in their absence, is, for most of us, a conspicuous ingredient of everyday experience. The capacity to summon images to the mind's eye appears to play a major role in memory, daydreaming and fantasy as well as in creative thinking by scientists, writers and artists (Schacter & Addis, 2007; Smallwood & Schooler, 2015) . Evidence from cognitive psychology supports a functional role for imagery in cognition, while cognitive neuroscience has begun to delineate the brain regions and networks that subserve it (Pearson, Naselaris, Holmes, & Kosslyn, 2015) . However, its distinctive contribution to cognition has been questioned (Kosslyn, Thompson, Ganis, 2006) , and a recent report (Zeman, Dewar, & Della Sala, 2015) has reinforced Galton's contention (Galton, 1880) that a small minority of the population e with lifelong 'aphantasia' e lack conscious visual imagery entirely. This Special Issue, was inspired by a unique interdisciplinary project and associated conference: it approaches the vibrant topic of visual imagery from a range of complementary perspectives, with contributors from cognitive and clinical psychology, philosophy, neuroscience, computer science, art and art history and literary criticism.
Our back-to-front title, The Eye's Mind, originates in a project funded during 2015 by the British Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC). It brought together the editors of this Special Issue (Zeman, a neurologist; MacKisack, a historian of ideas; Onians, an art-historian) with the artist Susan Aldworth; philosopher, Fiona Macpherson and neuroscientist, Crawford Winlove. The three strands of its activity were i) a review of the history of thinking about visual imagery and its place in cognition (see (MacKisack et al., 2016) ); ii) a metaanalysis of functional imaging studies of visual imagery, published in this issue (Winlove et al., 2018) ; iii) an initial attempt to characterise the experiential, behavioural and neural associations of 'extreme imagination', occurring in individuals who report either the complete lack of visual imagery, or its superabundance. During the year of the project, a related paper (Zeman, Dewar, & Della Sala, 2015) reporting 21 individuals with lifelong absence of the mind's eye and coining the term 'aphantasia', attracted a high degree of press and public interest: since then around 11,000 individuals with aphantasia or its counterpart, hyperphantasia have made contact with the Eye's Mind team. In May 2016 the initial phase of our project culminated in a two-day conference at the University of East Anglia, linked to the Sainsbury Centre for the Visual Arts. All but two of the papers in this Special issue are based on or closely related to work presented there.
Given the interdisciplinary nature of the topic and of the conference that inspired this Special Issue, its contributions are unusually e and deliberately e varied. Visual imagery plays a pervasive role in our experience: we consider it here in the context of 'ordinary cognition', as for example in Bence Nanay's example of the 'involuntary and unconscious' visual processing that occurs when we hear our noisy percolator at
